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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY /
HEAbQU#RTER5. UNITED STATES ARMY VIETNAM

* -."APO SAN FRANCISCO 96375

,722 . Scnior Officer Debrieflng report

As oltar~t Chief of Staff for Force Development
Tep.rmenlb.of the ArIy

.';ashinrton, D. C. 20310

1. Attached are three copies of the Senior Officer Debriefingc
prepared by Colonel David L. Jones, Commanding Offic.er, iCth Artiller.
oroup.

2. "he extensive exr- , -ience of the 108th Artiller, Group, durin..:

period of 8oloitel Jones' command, in counterbatter-j operations, .i ~n emplo.,,n.t of sound, flash and radar, and his application ofo...

>- techniques to leadership problems peculiar to the Vietnam enviror;.t,
CL.- qualify him to speak -' the Field Artillery School and at the Junior
C 0 Course, Marine Corps Schools.
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a. Ths Republic of suitnte i1

t Officer: C-Da.vidL.Jones

u Si Atheir7yvtnt: Arie Officer#,phasth Artilleryn Groupi

snclmatve Dates: (8 O act or 1967 to 3Septueber ge 68(1oa e

Date of R'rt: 3 Sep~qmbew 1968

1. (U) General.

a. This report is submitted in com~pliance with AR 1-26 and UjAW1 flegu-
lation 1-3.

b. Sin~e the 108th Artillery Group has not been directly involvzcd n
such matters as causative factors of insurgoncy and local gover.,.;o.-. _tca-
bility actions, but rather has been totally engaged in combat oporticzi
asainst North Vietnamese Aray forces alor the Demilitari zed Zone (D;:z,
the format pre'scribed in AR 1-26 is inapprpriate. I have therefore mrodi-
fied it to accommodate the group's operational situation.

2. (U) Environment.

a. Throughout the period, the group was deployed in the northern 1
Corps Tactical Zone, with its principal elements in positions along the
southern edge of the DMZ. The eastern portion of this sector consists of
relatively flat and sandy coastal plains; these give way toward the west to
high, densely forested hills.

b. Weather in the area is typical of that prevailing throughout the
northern portion of the Republic of Vietnam. Visibility is generallj good
except during the period of the northeast monsoon (October to iarch).

c. The most significant environmental peculiarity of the area is the
existence of the adjacent sanctuary represented by North Vietnam, in which

the enemy is immune from ground attack.

3. (U) Enemy forces.

a. The enemV forces facing the group were almost entaiely regular !'ocxth
Vietnamese Arcy units, occasi nally augmented in the southern portion; of

the scctor by Viet Cong elements. They were well armed and well equinped,
but generally had received only a minimum of training -before being co=zitted
to combat.
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b, Frue. the crup's standpoint, the i.it siL .!fi';,t f o:f. u o" t..j
enfrlIs capbfi2ty iw hin considerable cannon artillery forco dclsy.A
in wid north of tho DtZ. This artillery threat 1, not fouTrd to :.rl; .

preciable axtei-U elu where in the Ripublic at Voftnm.

c. The en.' forccj wuoe habitually eng;igod in direct, w ., i-

f±itrtin thrxiih the DMZ into northern ZriZ Tri prvvincu Lid i-t,o ti.Q
A Shal Vallcv in Thua Thien province. For all practical jpurro:,,,, t,,
were thereater en.aaed in conventional military operationz invol,,i'r ,u.'U.
to regim,ntal size actions.

4. (C) U.S. 1lilitary Forces.

a. During the first half of the reportinrg pertod, the 1081h Aril j
Group was assigned to Headquarters, USAXJ'. Operational control wa eer-
cised by III I Mrine Amphibious Force, which in turn pw:sed operational con-
trol of the bulk of the group's units to the 3d arins Division and it3
artillery rejiment (the 12th Marines). Upon the for,:-tion of Provisicral
Corpa Vietnam, the group was assigned to that headquarter', which fVIzther
assigned it to Headquarters, Provisional Corps Artiller Vietnam. This was
later redesignated Headquarters XXIV U.S. Corps Artillery.

b. ?he Zroup's mission during the first half of the reportlnZ r~riod
was general support of the 3d Karine Division, reinforcing the fires of tb;e
12th :arines. Upon the formation of Provisional Corp Vietnam, the roup's
mission became general support of the corps, reinforcing the fires of the
12th Ma rines, 1st Cavalry Division Artillery ai-d 101t Air Cavalry Divid;icn
Artillery. The group's principal function within it, general su., ot mis-
sion was the operation of the corps artillery counterbattery program aiorn
the D21Z. In support of this program, the .bulk of the group's heavy artil-
lery and target acquisition assets were concentrated along the southern edge
of the DI4Z.

c. The group's direct contact with the enemy consisted primarily of the
following:

(1) Attack of enemy forces of up to battalion size with Light and
heavy artillery fire.

(2) Attack of enemy artillery, antiaircraft and automatic weapons
positions with heavy artillery fire.

(3) Support of friendly convoys, minsweep teams, defensive perime-
ters and ground combat operations with automatic weapons.

d. The only AVN force in the group's area of operations was the 1st
Infantry Division. Its 2d Regiment operated in an areha along the eastern
portion of the DMZ. The group maintained liaison with this regiment throtiTh-
out the reporting period. Considerable intell4ence information concerting
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the ry,- y wvs obtainud thr-ugh thio Link. In addition, U;., of t..
litht arillory batteries is zonzLinuowly in uporL of th-t A2¥, r "

",_- fir.t halt of the rpc ziA.n 3 ;rX:d, tld-
sion v,- direct support of that regir.nt; ,hOen the .. , r' o .., .
dircct sur:po-"t ARV, artillery battalion, the bttvry'1 rdiokn t':C .. ,
rcHnforcin!_ that battalion. The U.S, battery raintjin-d liaincn ",t. . "
At 'VN; battalion, and assisted it with training, survoy control, .
data, and registration aupport. The ARVN battalion was cometcntj and rcla-
tions between its personnel and those of the group were cordial.

e. Aside from this association and the frequent fire support, b., both
artillery and automatic wapon3, given ARVN elcrnts during their crur.d c=-
bat operations, the group had little direct association with ARW fo'c,..

f. The group and its subordinate units engaged in tha usual civlc acticon
proramz co=.on to Vietnam. These included extensive 1ULDCAI activiti3 ti
surrounding villages, assistance in the construction of ca=.unity buillin: ,
sponsorship of a local orphanage and, tovard the close of the raporti:; _-
riod, refurbishing and returning to operation a civilian hospital at 1;ong Ea.

g. The policy of the Commanding General, 3d Marine Division not to alloy
local nationals on combat bases within the division sector and to placo -11
civilian communities off limits to military personnel virually elimirated
problems of civil-military relations and local national hire within the group.

h. The group was not involved in any third country support of the local
government.

5. (U) Sumiary. Throughout its operations in the Republic of Vietnam, the
group's activities more nearly resembled those of conventional *irrfare tan
those of an insurgency of the type contemplated by AR 1-26. Consideration
should be given to malifying the regulation to limit its scope to key person-
nel actually involved in insurgency as oppoeed to combat operations of a vir-
tually conventional nature.

DAMI L: 'J=
Colonel, Artillery
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